
What’s Happening at West Side UMC 
 

Blood Drive - The American Red Cross is hosting a blood drive in Weiss Hall on 
August 4th from 10 am to 4 pm to help supplement critically low blood supplies. If 
you are able, please come help and donate! You may reserve a spot on their website 
and enter our sponsor code: westsideUMC.  
West Side Reads - We are a new group forming to read about and discuss issues 
around social justice. Our first book is "Just Mercy" by Bryan Stevenson, founder of 
the Equal Justice Project, which works to defend the poor and wrongly condemned. 
Virtual meetings and discussions are tentatively scheduled to start July 30 at 7 p.m. 
and continue for 3 weeks. Please contact Cindy Heflin Pelo if you would like to 
participate at heflincl@gmail.com. 
Back to Work at Habitat for Humanity - Westside's work days with Habitat for 
Humanity have been changed! (Aug. 22 and now Sept. 25). This year's build season is 
starting later, we will have smaller crews, and we will follow other safety precautions. 
Based on CDC and other health guidelines, Habitat is discouraging those 65 and over 
from working on-site, though the decision is ultimately at the discretion of each 
volunteer. This is an opportune moment for younger church members to become 
involved in this outreach mission. There are other ways to help even if you are not 
able to be a build volunteer. Please contact Leah at Habitat for Humanity 
(lborst@h4h.org) for instructions on making masks to be used at the work sites. Any 
questions can be addressed to Deirdre Casey at mdcasey1988@gmail.com. Thanks 
church family! 
Sign Drive - You and your household are invited to create a sign for the church’s 
front lawn facing South 7th Street. Use whatever you have around the house and help 
us get the message out to our neighbors that we are standing with them as the world 
moans for racial justice. We are trying to keep our messaging consistent so let’s try to 
come up with homemade signage around these four sayings: Black Lives Matter, No 
More Excuses, End Injustice Now, Silence Is Complicity. We’d like to see some 
measure of consistency so if the yard signs are around 24” x 18” and able to stand on 
their own once placed in the ground, that’d be terrific! While we’re at it, why don’t we 
make two signs: one for the church and one for our own lawns (or the lawn closest to 
us)? Please drop off your sign at your convenience under the awning by the main 
entrance of the church. (Not every sign will be placed on the lawn, but every sign will 
be treasured!) Thank you in advance for your participation in this endeavor as we help 
to dream the future together! 
Food Gathering Sunday - TODAY, in cooperation with Food Gatherers, we will 
once again collect non-perishable food items for our neighbors in need. Let’s fill up 
the barrel! 


